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What  That  of  God  in  Every  Man 

Means  to  Me 


(The  following  is  the  address  presented  to  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  by  their 
Friend-in-Residence,  Hugh  Campbell- Brown.  -Editor.) 

During  my  teens  I learned  a lot  about  the  theology  of  many  different  groups  from  my  broadminded 
theologian  father,  including  the  theology  of  Friends,  which  interested  him.  As  years  passed,  for  me  religion 
became  identified  with  intellectual  theology.  It  had  little  or  no  connection  with  what  seemed  to  be  just  one 
of  the  facts  of  life,  also  absorbed  from  my  parents,  of  an  inward  standing  in  relation  to  the  Spirit  at  the 
heart  of  the  universe.  This  was  an  inner  thing,  especially  thought  about  at  times  of  stress  but  not 
articulated;  it  gave  purpose,  direction,  and  a sense  of  support  in  life. 

In  time  I applied  for  membership  in  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  and  members  of  Vancouver 
Monthly  Meeting  were  kind  enough  to  accept  me  after  minimal  visitation  though  they  must  have  realized 
how  intellecmal  my  approach  and  how  far  I had  to  go  before  beginning  to  understand  what  it  means  to  be  a 
member.  It  seems  to  me  now  that  this  business  of  becoming  a Friend  is  an  unending  process  going  on 
probably  as  long  as  you  live.  That  is  as  it  should  be:  Quakerism  is  just  my  way,  our  way,  of  expressing 
Christianity.  That  in  turn  is  the  attempt  to  live  our  lives  according  to  the  will  of  God  as  it  is  progressively 
revealed  to  us,  an  evolutionary  process  and  as  such  without  discernable  end. 

And.  what  did  I find  among  Friends?  I remember  my  first  reaction  as  one  of  amazement  at  experiencing 
a deep,  indefinable  sense  of  community  and  fellowship  completely  outside  the  realm  of  intellect,  something 
so  foreign  to  my  experience  that  it  took  me  some  time  to  understand.  What  I reahzed  immediately  was  joy, 
and  a feeling  of  release  from  tension  remaining  from  long  standing  rejection  of  conventional  concepts  of 
“salvation,”  “atonement,”  etc.  What  I particularly  shared  with  Friends  was  the  concept  that  what  one 
experiences  of  God  is  the  essential  thing.  Theoretical,  theological  constructs  are  intellectual  and  are  only  of 
local  and  temporary  importance  as  aids  to  understanding.  There  is  what  Charles  Carter  calls  “what  we  know 
by  experience,  and  what  the  busy  brain  has  added  by  way  of  embroidery.”  This  does  not  mean  that 
theology  is  not  important.  It  certainly  is  important  to  me,  but  I think  one  has  to  keep  in  mind  the 
comment  of  an  old  Friend:  “If  we  define  theology  as  thinking  about  God  it  is  good,  so  long  as  we 
remember  it  is  only  good  for  the  person  who  is  doing  the  thinking.”  Certainly  people  of  my  sort  and 
background  must  periodically  define  for  themselves  just  what  is  their  belief  about  God  at  this  stage,  today? 
Who  or  what  am  I contacting  in  worship?  It  is  interesting  to  observe  changes  over  the  years:  essentially  it  is 
the  experience  that  remains  constant  and  my  way  of  understanding  it  that  changes.  Verbalizing  the 
experience  is  so  difficult  that  we  seldom  attempt  it.  However,  the  less  definite  one’s  creed  the  more 
important  it  is  to  me  to  reaffirm  to  myself  what  I do  believe. 

The  basic  insights  of  Quakerism  are  not  unique  to  Friends,  it  is  what  we  do  with  them  and  the  emphasis 
given  them  which  is  unique.  The  availability  of  God  to  any  seeker,  the  spark  of  the  divine  that  is  in  every 
man,  and  the  inner  light  which  can  illuminate  and  guide  that  spark  in  its  development  were  familiar  to  me 
before  joining  Friends,  but  I had  been  treating  these  concepts  intellectually  and  in  reference  to  myself.  The 
thought,  that  if  God  is  helping  me  to  understand  his  will  for  me  it  is  equally  true  for  the  other  fellow,  is  a 
natural  and  logical  thought  which  rests  comfortably  on  the  surface  of  the  mind.  However,  among  Friends 
there  is  a quality  of  friendliness  which  will  not  let  you  keep  such  a thought  on  the  mind’s  surface.  In  the 
silence  it  then  becomes  luminous,  destroying  self-complacency  and  altering  one’s  relationship  to  all  men, 
including  oneself. 

And  where  do  I stand  today  in  relation  to  those  theological  concepts  about  which  I used  to  argue?  First, 
God  remains  a Christ-like  God.  His  attitude  to  his  human  creation  is  revealed  in  the  life  and  teaching  of 
Jesus.  At  the  same  time  my  training  has  been  scientific,  and  I cannot  conceive  of  anything,  physical, 
intellectual  or  spiritual,  that  is  not  subject  to  an  evolutionary  process.  So  my  God  is  not  only  the  God  of 
love,  he  has  to  be  also  the  God  of  order  and  of  evolutionary  development.  As  life  brings  these  thoughts 
together  I find  that  I have  a very  special  concept  of  love,  and  a special  concept  of  evolution.  This  is 
probably  of  “that  stuff  which  the  busy  mind  produces  by  way  of  embroidery,”  but  for  me  it  is  real  and 
deeply  meaningful.  I feel  as  if  I experience  it.  (Continued  on  page  23) 
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Memorial 

ANDREW  J.  QUIRK.  Andrew  J.  Quirk  was 
born  in  New  York  City  on  August  13,  1934  and 
died  in  Tucson,  Arizona,  on  May  3,  1973.  He 
entered  into  the  fellowship  of  Pima  Friends 
Meeting  on  September  13,  1970. 

Andy’s  creative  genius  found  expression  in  the 
theatre,  both  as  an  actor  and  director.  He  used  this 
genius  as  the  media  to  give  of  himself  to  others,  his 
special  dedication  in  the  last  two  years  of  his  life 
being  the  creation  of  the  Tucson  Teen  Theatre. 
The  Theatre  combined  his  live  and  understanding 
of  young  people  with  his  high  standards  for  drama. 

Memories  of  Andy’s  life  are  a gift  and  a strength 
to  all  who  knew  him.  “Do  not  go  gentle  into  that 
good  night.”  (Dylan  Thomas) 
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What  That  of  God  In  Every  Man 

Means  to  Me  (Continued) 


Jesus  of  Nazareth  has  never  been  convincing  to 
me  as  a Saviour  on  the  cross  or  in  any  way  as  a 
scapegoat  for  human  sin.  But  Jesus,  the  love  of 
God  made  understandable  to  man,  is  infinitely 
meaningful  and  saving  to  a person  like  me.  That  is 
if  I understand  that  word  “saving.”  Salvation  in 
the  conventional  sense,  referring  to  a future  life, 
has  never  been  meaningful  to  me.  My  job  is  to  live 
this  life  now,  if  possible,  in  the  words  of  Jesus, 
“seeking  the  will  of  the  Father”  and  to  the  best  of 
my  ability  “doing  the  will  of  the  Father.”  Any- 
thing else  I am  happy  to  leave  to  Creative  Love.  It 
is  something  that  I know  nothing  about. 

Some  Friends  have  spoken  of  experiencing  God 
as  Power,  or  Grace,  or  both.  “Grace”  has  been  a 
questionable  term  for  me  most  of  my  life.  Lately 
it  has  begun  to  be  meaningful  for  me  again,  but  in 
a specific  sense.  I have  realized  that  for  me  the 
Grace  of  God  means  the  graciousness  which 
accepts  me  and  all  other  men,  right  where  we  each 
stand,  and  in  the  language  which  we  understand. 
In  whatever  thought  forms  we  use  to  describe  our 
experience  that  same  accepting  Graciousness  is 
willing  to  lead  us  on  into  deeper  understanding. 
Through  this  I have  come  to  appreciate  what  so 
much  of  conventional,  theological  ideology  has 
meant  and  means  to  other  people.  On  this  basis  I 
can  share  a spiritual  fellowship  with  friends  who 
use  sanctimonious  language  which  put  me  off 
completely  a few  years  ago.  It  is  a happy  insight.  I 
feel  that  I am  being  freed  from  antagonisms  which 
were  obstructing  my  proper  relationship  with 
others. 

This  leads  into  the  area  in  which  Quakerism  has 
been  of  the  greatest  help  to  me,  helping  to  divert 
thinking  from  an  inward  intellectualism  to  an 
outward  relatedness  to  others.  Instead  of  feeling 
antagonistic  to  those  of  a different  outlook  I can, 
with  Isaac  Pennington,  enjoy  worshipping  with 
those  of  a different  persuasion.  In  every  day  life 
this  is  leading  me  into  a greater  involvement  with 
people,  accepting  them  without  questioning  where 
they  are  at.  This  is  involving  me  in  a men’s  hostel 
and  rehabilitation  project  where  I find  myself 
expressing  a practical  and  even  hard  boiled  sort  of 
love  and  a sense  of  service  which  must  be  in  some 
way  a service  between  equals,  not  necessarily 
reciprocal,  but  potentially  so,  and  in  surprising 
ways,  sometimes  factually  so.  This  is  where  it 
differs  from  some  of  the  service  to  others  in  the 
past,  for  instance  in  medical  practice.  There  the 
arrogance  of  high-priced  time  tended  to  deny  the 
possibility  of  reciprocal  relations.  I wonder  if 


service  is  ever  service  if  it  is  a strictly  one  way 
street? 

And  so  what  does  “that  of  God  in  every  man” 
mean  to  me?  It  means  that  I must  consider  what  I 
mean  by  those  three  letters  GOD.  It  means  the 
recognition  in  myself  and  in  all  other  men  of 
something  capable  of  response  and  growth, 
something  bound  up  with  the  dignity  of  being 
human.  This  something  is  a significant  factor  in  an 
ongoing  and  profoundly  exhilarating  process,  the 
exciting  process  of  life  evolving  from  right  where  I 
stand  today  into  an  unlimited  future. 

It  means  that  all  of  us,  mystic,  activist, 
evangelical  and  humanist;  criminals  and  their 
victims,  politicians  and  military  men  with  their 
victims;  aU  of  us  are  inextricably  involved  with  one 
another,  each  evolving  along  our  own  path  in  a 
process  in  which  we  also  have  a part,  but  it  is  so 
infinitesimal  that  we  have  to  take  it  on  faith 
without  expectation  of  seeing  results. 

So  that  of  God  in  every  man  expresses  an 
experienced  fact,  a tremendous  hope  which  one 
hardly  dares  express,  and  an  expectancy  which  can 
and  does  make  life  an  exciting  adventure  right 
through  to  the  end. 

HUGH  CAMPBELL-BROWN 

Vancouver 


Haiku 


1 

Stillness,  the  hills  out 
Frogs  garump 
A t jets  burning 
Crickets  hide  from  boys. 


2 

We  circled  worship 
Outside 

Boys  walked  wet  rocks  . . . 
See  the  brown  frogs  jump! 


SHIRLEY  TWEED 
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Memorial 


Closing  Minute  of  PYM  1973 


FANNIE  TIMBERLAKE.  Fannie  Timberlake, 
beloved  member  of  Los  Angeles  Meeting  and 
attender  of  Claremont  Meeting  since  1971 , died  on 
February  16,  1973,  in  Claremont,  California.  She 
is  survived  by  her  sister,  Margaret  Simkin  of 
Claremont,  and  a brother,  Philip  Timberlake. 

Born  in  Bethel,  Maine,  on  September  15,  1879, 
Fannie  was  the  third  child  of  a family  of  seven 
children.  Orphaned  at  an  early  age  a tender 
concern  for  each  other  developed  in  the  family, 
and  Los  Angeles  Meeting  was  the  fortunate 
recipient  of  the  overflow  of  this  love  from  three  of 
them:  Alice  T.  Miller,  Fannie  C.  Timberlake,  and 
Margaret  T.  Simkin.  Fannie  had  become  a Friend 
by  convincement  and  was  admitted  to  membership 
in  Falmouth  Monthly  Meeting  in  Portland,  Maine, 
In  1958  she  became  Treasurer  of  Los  Angeles 
Meeting  and  remained  in  this  position  until  retiring 
to  Claremont  in  1971. 

Los  Angeles  Meeting  had  to  learn  to  get  along 
without  Fannie  Timberlake  when  she  moved  away, 
missing  the  love  and  concern  that  were  so  openly 
revealed  in  her  sparkling  eyes,  her  low,  sincere 
voice,  and  the  beautiful  smile  of  welcome  (or  the 
little  frown  of  commiseration)  that  were  all 
sources  of  great  comfort  and  strength  to  all 
members,  but  especially  to  new  ones.  It  seemed  to 
many  that  the  very  essence  of  Quakerism  was 
expressed  by  this  little  lady.  As  long  as  one  of  us 
lives,  the  beautiful  influence  Fannie  had  upon  us 
will  keep  her  alive  and  glowing  in  our  hearts. 


Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly 

Meeting  for  Worship  is  the  cohesive  force.  For 
some  Meetings  all  else  seems  to  have  fallen  by  the 
wayside.  Even  the  Meeting  for  Worship  is  not 
bringing  a majority  of  members.  For  those  who 
come  to  Worship  there  is  a vital  feeling  of  shared 
experience.  Child  care  in  the  main  is  an  informal, 
family  like  arrangement,  with  those  present 
sharing  it  and  avoiding  stratification  by  age. 

Most  Meetings  report  strong  and  valuable  work 
in  social  concerns  on  the  part  of  some  members, 
sometimes  as  an  activity  of  the  Meeting,  more 
often  as  a kaleidoscope  with  facets  and  reflections 
turning  up  in  both  Worship  and  Business  Meetings. 

The  meaning  of  membership  has  been  of  some 
concern  both  in  the  matter  of  those  who  hold 
membership  but  do  not  participate  and  those  who 
participate  actively  but  find  no  meaning  in  the 
formalization  of  ties. 

Most  Meetings  find  significance  in  the  relation- 
ships with  the  larger  body  of  Friends. 


“Oh,  remember  us,  for  we  cannot  forget  you: 

Many  waters  cannot  quench  our  love. 

Nor  distance  wear  out  the  deep  remembrance 
of  you  in  the  heavenly  Truth: 

“We  pray  God  preserve  you  in  faithfulness, 

That,  discharging  your  places  and  stewardships. 
You  may  be  honoured  and  crowned 
with  the  reward  of  them  that  endure  to  the  end. 
“And  though  the  Lord  has  been  pleased 
to  remove  us  far  away  from  you, 
as  to  the  other  end  of  the  earth. 

Yet  are  we  present  with  you. 

Your  exercises  are  ours; 

Our  hearts  are  dissolved 
in  the  remembrance  of  you. 

Dear  brethren  and  sisters  in  this  heavenly 
love.” 

(From  the  Elders  and  faithful  Brethren  of 
Philadelphia,  writing  in  the  spring  of  1683  to  their 
Friends  three  thousand  miles  across  the  ocean.) 

EDWIN  A.  SANDERS,  Clerk 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
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